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Meet Misty Knight 
Aide to Special Education, Young Adult Program 
OUSD Programs for Exceptional Children 
  
Why Oakland?   
Oakland is a wonderful place to work.  

Describe your job in 2 to 3 sentences. 
I provide additional support to the teachers in various ways. We work 
on literacy: students read and answer questions to enhance their 
comprehension. I assist students with writing their name and contact 
information. I help students with any special needs (bathroom 
assistance, dressing, eating, feeding, etc.). I accompany students on 
Community Based Instruction outings where we learn about bus 
routes from home to school or shopping areas. We assist the young 
adults with making purchases at restaurants and stores and behaving 
appropriately in the general public.  

Favorite thing about your job?   
Working directly with students, we develop personal relationships with them all, they all have some uniqueness about 
them, and these young adults are really smarter than most people give them credit for.  

Advice for new Special Education teachers and staff?   
I would advise that they have patience, compassion, and the willingness to be creative. Every day is a new learning 
experience.  

What are you most proud of in your current job? 
I am most proud of students, who were afraid to be out in the public and now they can get on the bus, pay their own 
bus fare, have a seat, and they know when our stop is coming up, that’s big for me. They weren’t doing it prior to me 
coming, to OUSD, but with a little encouragement, they were able to do it.  

What are some of your hobbies? What are some things people can do in and around Oakland? 
I like to read, there are tons of libraries. I like going to the movies, there are some nice theaters. There is one in 
particular where they serve you like you’re in a restaurant, but you’re at the movie theater. They come to your seat, you 
order, and they deliver. I also like taking walks around Oakland Lake Merritt. It’s populated, there are many families and 
exercise enthusiasts. It’s a nice place to just go out, sit, and people watch. 

Anything else you'd like to add about your experience in OUSD?   
Oakland has a lot of diversity. Here in Oakland what I’ve noticed so far, they are more open to new ideas, and the folks 
you come into contact with, generally are really out for the students, they really want the children here to succeed. 
Their willingness to work with the parents is off the charts. This is a really nice working environment. 
  

We work for Oakland’s Children–  
We are The Oakland Way! 


