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Why Oakland?   

I’m an Oakland resident. I’ve always lived in Oakland. During my 
time teaching in OUSD, my sons have gone through public schools in 
Oakland. So I feel a commitment to remain in my community.  

Describe your job in 2 to 3 sentences. 

I’m basically the first line of support for teachers in the field as well 
as families and students. So when there are concerns at a school site 
level–IEP meetings, other kinds of school-related needs–I’m the 
person who steps in and tries to get things sorted.  

Favorite thing about your job?   

Probably working with new teachers who are coming into OUSD. We 
have an amazing group of folks that come from a variety of 
recruitment, including national organizations. We usually have folks 
that have a real compassion about special education, as well as a 
capacity to learn and grow on the job. So, watching them blossom 
over time, whether they stay in OUSD or move on to other pursuits–
it’s always an impressive group of folks that come through our doors.  

Advice for new Special Education teachers and staff?   

Collaboration is key. At it’s foundation, it’s all about communication. And, while the teacher is responsible for instruction 
in the classroom, is responsible for designing and setting expectations for how an instructional team will work, it never 
can work unless everyone is on the same page. So, making sure that one builds in time–not just for collaboration around 
educational strategies, but around just connecting and being part of a shared life experience–is critical.  

Anything else you'd like to add about your experience in OUSD?   

I think my greatest joys have been working with communities of professionals. I was at a middle school for more than 10 
years, where I really felt connected to the general educators as well as to the Special Education staff. And as a Program 
Specialist–particularly in the first years, when I was learning my craft; and actually rather than working at the secondary 
level, I was working with programs from Preschool to Young Adult–a really steep learning curve–I felt privileged to be 
with professionals who had done this for some time and had a tremendous amount of integrity, and recognized the 
special calling that working with students in Special Education is.  
 
  We work for Oakland’s Children–  

I Am Oakland Unified! 


